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Food historian, translator, writer, and musician Jeremy Parzen was born in Chicago, Illinois on July 14, 1967, and

grew up in La Jolla, California. After completing a Ph.D. in Italian at UCLA in 1997 with a dissertation on Petrarch

and Bembo, he moved to New York City where he became the chief wine writer for the English-language edition of

Italian food magazine La cucina italiana (1998-2000).

He has lived and traveled extensively in Italy, where he studied at the University of Padua, the Scuola Normale

Superiore in Pisa, and the Vatican Library as a Fulbright Fellow.

He has translated numerous literary works (including Goldoni s The Coffee House, Marsilio; Marinetti s The

Untameables, Sun and Moon; Luigi Ballerini s The Cadence of a Neighboring Tribe, Sun and Moon) and scholarly

essays and monographs (Lina Bolzoni s The Gallery of Memory, U. of Toronto; Gian Piero Brunetta s History of
Italian Cinema, Princeton U. Press, forthcoming).

His annotated translation of the first modern cookery book, Maestro Martino s The Art of Cooking (15th century)

will be published by U. of California Press in January 2005.

His scholarly work on Petrarch has been published in Italy and the United States, and in 1997 he received a grant

from the Ahmanson Foundation (Los Angeles) to produce an exact replica of Bembo s 1501 edition of the Petrarch

songbook (Le cose volgari di Messer Francesco Petrarcha, Alecto Editions, London).

In recent years, he has produced modern editions of historical Italian cookery books for Tommasi Editori, Milan:

Maestro Martino s Libro de Arte Coquinaria, the original Italian text as above (editor and critical apparatus);

Ippolito Cavalcanti s Cucina Teorico-Pratica, the great 19th-century cookery book including an appendix on

Neapolitan home cooking  (introduction); an Italian translation of the Curye on Inglish, the cookery book of King

Richard II (editor and co-translator, critical apparatus, forthcoming).

A connoisseur of Italian wine, Parzen continues to write commercially about Italian vintages and wineries for

Paterno Imports, Chicago.

His most recent work on the mirabilia gulae or food trucs of the Italian Renaissance has been published in the

November issue of Gastronomica.

He current research includes an essay on Baron Bettino Ricasoli s writings on Chianti, including the original recipe

for Chianti, developed by the Baron during the second half of the 19th-century; and food and wine writing in

Petrarch s Latin works.

As a guitar player, song-writer, and performer, Jeremy Parzen has toured the U.S. in recent years with his French-

language rock group, Les Sans Culottes. He has contributed songs to the band s last three recordings and his music

has appeared in myriad television shows, movies, and advertisements with Les Sans Culottes and other collabora-

tors.

He lives on the Upper West Side of Manhattan with his wife, Annette Ezekiel, a musician and leader of the

Klezmer-rock band, Golem.


