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Educational Background

2018
PhD in Middle Eastern History (The University of Texas at Austin)
2010

MA in Persian Studies (The University of Texas at Austin)

2005

BA in English Language and Literature (University of Tehran)

Research Languages



Persian and Kurdish (Sorani)– Native fluency


English – Near native fluency 


Arabic – Advanced


Turkish – Advanced
Translation, Interpretation, and Editing Experience:
2016-2018
Fluent Language Solutions, Austin, TX

2010-2016
Translator Persian and Kurdish for Imani Lee Inc, San Diego, CA

2009-2013
Translator Persian and Kurdish for Day Translations in New York, NY

2012-2014
Interpreter for Caritas of Austin and Austin Refugee Clinic

2008-2012
Translator and editor for Persepolis Institute in Austin, TX

2005-2005
News translator from Persian to English for Tehran Times Daily in Tehran, Iran
Materials Development and Item Writing Experience
01/17-09/17
Persian Language Consultant; National Foreign Langauge Center, Univ. of Maryland, MD  
01/11-02/13
Persian Language Sepcialist; Avant Assessment, Eugene, OR 
12/12-02/13
Kurdish Sorani test developer; NFLC Univ. of Maryland, MD  
10/12-01/13
Farsi Language Consultant; American Councils on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, Washington, DC
06/11-12/11
Kurdish Textbook Writer; Univ. of Texas, Austin
08/11

Panelist at a Standard Setting of a Persian Test; Washington, D.C. 

06/10-12/10
Kurdish Assessment Object Reviewer; National Foreign Language Center, MD
Academic Employment History
01/16-05/16
Teaching Assistant for US History since 1865, Univ. of Texas, Austin.

08/15-12/15
Teaching Assistant for Black Power Movement, Univ. of Texas, Austin.  

05/15-07/15
Graduate Research Assistant; Perry Castaneda Library, Univ. of Texas, Austin. 
01/14-05/14
 Assistant Instructor for Intermediate Persian; MES, Univ. of Texas, Austin.

01/13-05/13
Assistant Instructor for Beginner Kurdish; MES, Univ. of Texas, Austin.  

09/12-12/12
Assistant Instructor for Intermediate Persian; MES, Univ. of Texas, Austin.

07/12-09/12
Auxiliary TA for the Persian Summer Institute at Univ. of TX, Austin. 
01/12-08/12
Assistant Instructor for Beginner Persian; MES, Univ. of Texas, Austin. 
06/11-12/11
Sorani Kurdish Curriculum Designer; Middle Eastern Studies Univ. of Texas at 


Austin     

01/11-05/11 
Assistant Instructor for Beginner Persian; MES, Univ. of Texas, Austin.

09/10-12/10
Teaching Assistant for Beginner Persian; MES, Univ. of Texas, Austin.

06/10-09/10 
Persian Research Assistant; Global Studies, Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison.

01/10-02/10
Sorani Kurdish Instructor; Multilingual Solutions Inc., Washington, DC.  

01/09-05/10
Teaching Assistant for Persian; MES, Univ. of Texas, Austin.
09/07-05/08
Fulbright Teaching Assistant; Institute of International Education, New York. 

10/06-05/07
English Instructor; Niayesh Language Institute, Tehran, Iran. 
Articles and Presentations
“Representations of the Iran-Iraq War in Kurdish Fictional Narratives,” in Momemnts of Silence: Authenticty in the Cultural Expressions of the Iran-Iraq War, 1980-1988, eds, Khakpour, Arta, Mohammad Mehdi Khorrami and Shouleh Vatanabadi (New York: New York University Press, 2016) 
“The Liminal World of The Blind Owl,” in A Persian Mosaic: essays on Persian Language, Literature and Film, eds, Aghaei, Behrad, Mohammad Mehdi Khorrami and M. R. Ghanoonparvar (Bethesda, Maryland: Ibex Publishers, 2015)  
01/15
“The Rise of Mulla Mustafa to Kurdish National Leadership during World War II” presented at On the Outside Looking In: A Kurdish Studies Conference, Orlando, FL 
10/14
“Kurdish Officers and the Middle Class in the Hashemite Iraq” presented at the Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa (ASMEA) in Washington, DC.
12/11

“Images of the Kurds in European Travelogues” presented at Middle Eastern 


Studies Association of North America in Washington, DC. 
Membership with Academic and Professional Associations 



Middle Eastern Studies Association of North America


The International Society for Iranian Studies


Middle Eastern Studies Association of North America


Kurdish Studies Network
Certificates
ACTFL/ILR Certified Tester of Farsi and Kurdish 

Certified Interpreter by Texas Department of State Health Services 
Awards
2016-17 History Department Research Fellowship; Univ. of Texas, Austin

2016
American Institute of Research in Turkey (ARIT); Boğaziçi University
2016-17 Winston Churchill Scholarship; Univ. of Texas, Austin

2014
Winston Churchill Scholarship; Univ. of Texas, Austin 

2012
Foreign Language Area Studies for advanced Arabic; Univ. of Texas, Austin 

2008
Award for Excellence in academic performance; Persepolis Institute, Austin, TX 
2007
Fulbright Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) for Farsi; Institute of International 
Education, New York. 
