	337 Hillhurst Blvd., Toronto, Ontario  M6B 1M9  (416) 781-3816  Chapterverse@gmail.com

	Jennifer Starkman

	
	

	Employment
	2007 – Ongoing
	Flashlight Press
	New York, NY

	
	Manuscript Reader

· Read manuscripts of picture books that are currently in production, and make suggestions for improvement.


	
	2004 – Ongoing
	Chapter & Verse Picture Book Reviews and Recommendations (web site) – http://www.chapter-and-verse.org
	Toronto, ON

	
	Founder/Webmaster/Book Reviewer

· Created web site to help busy parents, grandparents, etc. find quality picture books for infants, toddlers and preschoolers.

· Extensively research and then review books, and make recommendations based on innovation, creativity and use of language.

· Forged good working relationships with several publishing houses, leading to opportunities to further study current children’s literature and resources available to parents and teachers.



	
	2004 – 2007
	Chapter & Verse Storytelling
	Toronto, ON

	
	Founder/Storyteller

· Founded Chapter & Verse as a way to share innovative literature and to promote early literacy among young children.

· Have provided book-based storytelling programs in several different early-childhood venues, from birthday parties to day camps to synagogue youth programs.

· Storytime programs include theme-related movement, and books chosen for both their entertainment value (rhythm & musicality, humour, imaginative ideas) and educational possibilities (interesting vocabulary and language patterns, introduction of new concepts, etc.).  

· Programs have also included everything from dress-up to the use of props such as rhythm instruments when suitable to enhance a particular story.



	
	Spring/Summer 2006
	MyPlace Family Enrichment Centre
	Toronto, ON

	
	Storyteller

· Ran a regular storytelling program within the day camps at MyPlace, developing new themed programs (including stories, related movement and other activities) for each of their specialty camps.
· Worked with a range of age groups, from 2-year-olds all the way up to 7- and 8-year-olds.



	
	Summer/Fall 2006
	MyPlace Family Enrichment Centre
	Toronto, ON

	
	Researcher

· Hired to consult on curriculum development for a new business being started by the director of MyPlace, providing curricula and materials to other nursery schools and daycare centres.
· Did extensive research into the children’s literature available for each theme being covered by the curriculum (approximately 40 in all), and selected the books to be included in the materials provided for each theme unit, again covering a range of preschool age groups.



	Education
	1995 – 2000
	University of Waterloo
	Waterloo, ON

	
	B.A. Honours Course Work
· Did coursework through Waterloo’s Distance Education program, including subjects such as “Cross-Cultural Patterns  of Child-Rearing,” and Sociology.

2000 – Ongoing                                Athabasca University                             Athabasca, AB

B.A. Honours Course Work

· Ongoing studies through Athabasca University’s distance-based degree program towards a Bachelor of Arts degree focused on early childhood studies, including courses such as “Modern Children’s Literature” and “Children & Media.”


	Languages


	English – Mother tongue

French – Good

Hebrew - Good

	Misc.
	Reading; collecting interesting and offbeat picture books; surfing the Internet; working on Chapter & Verse web site, including updating the site and its layout and design, doing research, and writing reviews. Excellent clerical & computer skills.


