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Employment history 

Editor and reporter, in Spanish, from 1989-2007, at the Madrid headquarters of an international news agency, as well as at the agency's bureaux in London (1989-91), Moscow (1991-94, and Johannesburg (bureau chief, 2002-04).                                                                                       As an editor, revision of copy in Spanish for content and style, comparison to material from other sources, occasional translation from French to Spanish, constant monitoring of own and competitor news output, often leading to requests, suggestions or queries for reporters abroad.                                                                                                                             As bureau chief, responsibility for operations in all of Sub-Saharan Africa, with staff including two writers at the office in Johannesburg, four regular correspondents and a dozen stringers across the continent. The position involved managing the office as well as planning news coverage and quality control of the material sent on to headquarters, as well as reporting of major events, which often involved trips to various African countries.                                                                                                                                   As a reporter, in addition to routine news coverage from the London and Moscow bureaux, was frequently sent on assignment to various locations to cover special events (eg., the NATO summit in London) or important, unfolding stories such as the conflicts in Moldavia, Nagorny Karabakh, Tajikistan, or Crimea. While based at the Madrid headquarters, from 1994 to 2002, was sent on assignment to Africa (Rwanda and Eastern Congo in 1994-96, Kinshasa 1997); the Balkans (Bosnia, Albania, Macedonia, Kosovo) to cover, eg., the siege of Sarajevo in 1995, the popular uprising in Albania in 1997, the Kosovar refugee crisis in Macedonia and the NATO deployment in 1999 and 2000; and to Pakistan and Afghanistan in 2001-2002 to cover the bombing and subsequent invasion of Afghanistan, including the siege of Al Qaeda bases in Tora Bora in Nov.-Dec. 2001, as well as the deployment of international forces and the formation of the new Afghan government. Occasional coverage of international summits, such as the UN Social Development Summit, Copenhagen, 1995; the NATO summit, Madrid, 1997; the Summit on Southeast Europe, in Sarajevo, 1998; or the UN Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg (headed the agency's team at this last event).                                                                                               

Writer and editor, for the English-language service of the same agency, 1986-89. Producing English versions of Latin American news stories, based on unedited Spanish copy, 1986-87, supervising and correcting the work of other writers, 1987-89. 

Translations editor and contributor, "The English Press", Madrid, 19985-86.

 Review and revision of the Spanish translations of English terms and phrases for this fortnightly publication in English designed to help Spaniards improve their knowledge of written English. Frequently was the author of the lead story, a feature on such subjects as Spain's referendum on NATO membership or the sale of SEAT to Volkswagen. 

Editor, "The American Statistics Index", at the Congressional Information Service, Bethesda, Maryland, 1980-84.  Prepared abstracts of government reports on a variety of subjects, 1980-81, then supervised eight writers, reviewing and correcting their work. 

Assistant Librarian (reference and other public services), the Museum of Comparative Zoology Library, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1976-80. Provided assistance to the users of this specialised library and, from 1977 on, supervised the work of four other employees. 

Weekend reference librarian at Lamont Library (a general library), Harvard University, 1978-80. 

Considerable freelance writing and translation, from 1980 to present, including contributions to The New York Guardian, The Christian Science Monitor (Boston), and The Sunday Correspondent (London). Also wrote many dozens of special country report advertising supplements for publication in The Miami Herald, The New York Post and several other periodicals, through a Madrid-based publicity agency. 

Teaching

Instructor, course on Twentieth Century Europe, summer of 1985 and 1986. 

Instructor, course on Soviet History, summer of 1983, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts.

Teaching assistant, History of Western Civilisation, Boston College, Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, 1978.

Teaching assistant, History of Western Civilisation, Boston University, 1977.

Occasional conferences before journalism classes at the Universidad Complutense, Madrid (1998 to present), and once at the Universidad Internacional Menéndez Pelayo in El Escorial (Madrid province), summer 2002. 

  Degrees

M.A. in Contemporary European History from Boston University, 1978, focused on contemporary Spanish and Russian (Soviet) history.

B.A. in History from California State University, Northridge, 1973, with a minor in Russian studies. 

Diploma de la Cultura Hispánica, Universidad Complutense, Madrid, 1984. 

Other studies

Escuela Oficial de Idiomas, Madrid, courses in Spanish for foreigners, 1984-86.

Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., courses in Spanish language and International Relations, 1982-83.

Harvard University, courses in Modern Spanish History, Soviet Economics, and Soviet Foreign Policy, 1977-79.

University of California, Santa Barbara, courses in contemporary History, spring trimester 1973.

Personal information

Born 2 October 1953.

Residency and work permit in Spain (X-0720092-P) since 1988.

Married, with two children. 

