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Profile 

Award-winning linguist and journalist with broad expertise in the geopolitics of the Middle East and North Africa, with special focus on cyber security, ISIS, terrorism, extremism and religion. Highly experienced in the dissemination of information through digital news sources. Demonstrated devotion to exploring the complex global relations with the Middle East through digital media and through awareness, education, and engagement on key issues. Written and oral fluency in English and Farsi. TS/SCI Clearance. 
Professional Experience

General Dynamic Information Technology – Remote
Linguist / Web Editor / Writer / Analyst, 2009 to Present
Edit and translate articles for the digital outlets of news organizations within the Trans Regional Web Initiative. Carefully research political events across the globe to identify the most important subjects of interest to the readership of participating news sources. Edit and publish daily news articles online. Translate and analyze press briefs and features written in Farsi and English. 
· Enriched the diversity and quality of journalistic output by developing the production team’s understanding of the Middle East’s complex geopolitics and relations with North America.
· Notably increased translation speed while maintaining the highest standards of quality. 
US International Broadcasting, Voice of America – Toronto, Ontario

News Editor / Reporter / Web Editor, 2008 to 2014

Oversaw publishing operations and set weekly editorial plans to maximize press reach to international audiences. Coordinated editor activities to maximize operations efficiency. Published articles and monitored news flow on the organization’s website. Authored in depth news articles translated from foreign language news sources. Supplemented new stories with captions, photos, and videos to improve delivery to the readership. 
· Awarded for the best translation and selection of news stories for the Voice of America web site. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation – Toronto, Ontario

Senior Researcher / Associate Editor / News Editor, 2002 to 2009

Established and implemented strategic news plans to facilitate smooth operations in a busy newsroom. Researched subjects of interest to bring to editorial meetings. Drafted news reports on Canadian politics and public affairs. Translated and published reports on the VOA and Persian web. Edited news articles to ensure quality and accuracy. Worked to improve staff understanding of Middle Eastern politics and foreign relations in addition to ethnic tensions.
· Awarded for outstanding research on the US invasion of Iraq.
Additional Experience

Reuters – Tehran, Iran & Toronto, Ontario
News Editor / Writer / Reporter

Served in various capacities over a long career with one of the largest international news agencies in the world. Produced and edited news articles on key current events for both internet and television outlets. 
Further experience as an External Consultant for German Public Broadcasting and as a Senior Researcher, Linguist, and Translator with the Australian Embassy in Tehran, Iran.

Education and Credentials

Master of Arts – Immigration & Settlement Studies
Ryerson University, Toronto, Ontario
Bachelor of Arts – Journalism, Linguistics & English Translation
Allameh Tabataba'i University, School of Foreign Languages, Tehran, Iran

Professional Development

School of Simultaneous and Consecutive Interpretation, Tehran, Iran

CBC Radio Skills Training Center (Certificate of Excellence), Toronto, Canada

Honors and Awards
Graduate Award, Ryerson University (2008) 
Volunteer Recognition, Federal Minister of Immigration (2007)

"Honoris Causa" Award, National Ethnic Media and Press Council of Canada (2007)

Vital People Grant, Toronto Foundation (2006)
Newcomers Achievement Award / Employee of the Year, Canadian Broadcasting Association (2005)

Candidate of New Pioneers Award, Skills for Change (2004)
Certificate of Significance for the Best Reuters News Coverage, Reuters (2000)

Professional Associations and Leadership
Senior Vice President, National Ethnic Media and Press Council of Canada, 2003 – 2014
Board Member, Canadian Journalists for Free Expression (CJFE), 2002 – 2014
President, Journalists in Exile (JEX), 2006 – 2012
Senior Advisor, Newcomer Immigrant Women Services, 2010 – 2014
Additional volunteer experience with the Maytree Foundation as part of the DiverseCity Voices Leadership Project.
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