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Born: May 30, 1972, Sydney, Australia

Languages: Native English, fluent Latvian, basic Russian
Citizenship: Dual Australian/Latvian

Address: 35-1 Elizabetes iela, Riga, LV-1010, Latvia. 

Phone: +371 2648 1992 (mobile), +371 6721 2039 (home/office)

E-mail: birzulis@inbox.lv
Educational Qualifications
2008-2009: Graduate Diploma. University of Latvia Faculty of Modern Languages Professional Studies Program “Interpreting for the European Union.”

1990-1993: Bachelor of Arts (honours), University of Sydney, Australia. Majored in history and political science.

1984-1989: Higher School Certificate, St. Andrew’s Cathedral School, Sydney, Australia. Final year subjects: English, Economics, Ancient History, Modern History, Latvian (external).

1977-1989: Latvian Community Saturday School, Sydney, Australia.



Employment as a Translator
Language combination: Latvian to English/ English to Latvian
Since August 2008: CLS Communication Ltd., London, U.K. Freelance translation of various texts, including medical research back translations and editing of similar texts.
Since 2007: Language Technology Centre, UK. Freelance translation of European Commission documents.

September 2006 - 2009: Translation and Terminology Centre, Riga Latvia. Freelance translation of defence-related documents.

2005- 2008: KPMG Baltics, Riga, Latvia. Freelance translation of auditing, legal and business documents.

2001 - 2005: Eglitis & Co. translation agency, Riga, Latvia. Freelance translation and editing of legal, business and marketing documents.

Employment as an Interpreter

Since 2001: Freelance simultaneous and consecutive interpreting for international organisations including the BBC, Radio Ireland and Sony, as well as consecutive interpreting in Latvian courts of law in criminal and civil (adoption) cases.




Employment in Journalism
Since August 2011: Travelinlatvia.lv. Founder and chief writer for the website travelinlatvia.lv, a portal covering accommodation, sights and dining across Latvia.
June-August 2011L Ir. Author of a weekly summer travel column for Latvia’s leading weekly news magazine.
September-October 2011: The Baltic Times. Coverage of Latvian parliamentary elections, including interviews with leaders of all major political parties.
June 2005-January 2009: The Baltic Guide. Freelance writer for Riga-based monthly tourist newspaper.
March 2004-May 2006: Riga NOW!. Freelance writer for monthly tourist magazine.

April 1997 – November 2002: The Baltic Times. Journalist and section editor for weekly English-language newspaper. 

September 1997- July 2001: Business Central Europe. Freelance business correspondent in the Baltic countries for monthly business magazine published by The Economist. 

May 1995 – April 1997: Riga in Your Pocket. Writer/ proof reader for bimonthly tourist publication. 1995 – 1997. Researching and writing tourism-related articles.

July 1994 – May 1995: The Baltic Independent. Riga Bureau Chief for weekly English-language newspaper. 

1990-1993: Radio SBS. Sydney, Australia Presenter of Latvian youth program.




Other skills and interests

Proficiency with MS Word, MS Excel, Explorer and other Internet search programs, Trados Studio 2009.

Class C driver’s license (New South Wales, Australia).

