
MATHEW SMEE 
bridgethegaptranslations@gmail.com  

+44 (0)7754506932 / +44 (0)2476 716384 

88 Mayfield Road, Earlsdon 

Coventry CV5 6PN United Kingdom 

Nationality: British 

Languages: English, French, Spanish  

  

 

Qualified Interpreter. Open University Modern Language Studies honours degree 

majoring in French and Spanish. Resourceful and reliable with enthusiasm for 

foreign language and culture. 13 years’ experience of working in Europe. Seeking 

work as a translator/interpreter. 

 
 
Skills 

 
Communication 

 

 Translating and interpreting for organisations and groups in the UK, 

France and Spain 

 Strong language abilities and experience in a variety of professional 

areas across Europe 

 Preparing and leading tours for large groups of tourists in France 

Team Working 

 Worked collaboratively and to a very high standard in French and 

Spanish in the following roles: Gardener in the Gardens of the Palace 

of Versailles, the Tuileries, the Louvre and the Palais Royal in Paris. 

Grass Engineer in the Nou Camp, FC Barcelona  

 Resourceful and adaptable in pressurised situations and multicultural 

environments 

Organisation 

 Excellent professional organisation skills developed working as a 

freelance translator/interpreter 

 Ability to organise and prioritise heavy workload to meet tight 

deadlines: Full-time and freelance work, university projects and family 

commitments 

 

 

Language Qualifications 

 

 2013: BA (Honours) Modern Language Studies. Specialism: French and 

Spanish, 2.1 (70-84%), Open University, UK 

 2011: Community Interpreting Course, Ascentis Level 3 Award, WEA, UK 

 2005: Catalan Diploma, Ajuntament de Vic, Spain 

 2003: Spanish Diploma, Generalitat de Catalunya, Barcelona 

 2001: French Diploma, Association Oxalis, Saint-Ouen, Paris 
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Employment 

 

04/2012 - On-going: Reservations Co-ordinator - LAL Language Centres, 

Torbay, UK 

 

 Process bookings for international students 

 Manage and develop effective working relationships with overseas 

representatives and clients 

 E-mail and telephone correspondence in English, French and Spanish 

 Adapt to a changing work environment and evolving market 

 Collect and analyse data in order to identify essential information 

 

01/2011 - 04/2012: Translator/Interpreter – Freelance, UK 

 

 Bridge the cultural gap between monolingual speakers of different 

languages 

 Translating documents from French and Spanish to English and vice versa 

 Use of CAT tools in order to produce high quality translations on time 

 Interpreting for public services for several interpreting companies 

 

06/2011 - 07/2011: EFL Teacher - SUL Language School, Newton Abbot, UK 

 

 Teaching English to French teenagers 

 Following curriculum and devising creative lesson plans 

 

05/2002 - 12/2010: Gardener/Grass Engineer -Maintenance of high profile 

sports stadia and gardens in France, Spain and the UK:  

Gardens of the Palace of Versailles, the Tuileries, the Louvre and the 

Palais Royal, Paris. Nou Camp football stadium, Barcelona 

 

 Overseeing correspondence with English, French and Spanish clientele 

 Liaising with external suppliers 

 Interpreting for foreign visitors 

 Designing, planting and pruning mosaics 
 Responsible for upkeep of the Nou Camp, FC Barcelona’s academy base 

and first team football player’s gardens 

 
2001 - 2002: Tour Guide - European Waterways, Navigable Waterways of 

France 

 

 Translating and interpreting for guests on daily visits, corresponding to 

luxury hotel barge’s weekly itinerary, navigating in France and Belgium 

 

IT Skills 

 

 Proficient with Wordfast, SDL Trados, Word, Excel, Outlook, general 

internet use. Quick to learn new programs 

 

Interests 

 

 Strong cultural awareness and interest in global current affairs 

 Travel includes: Africa, South America, Asia, Australia and Europe 

 

References 

 

 Professional and academic references upon request 


