



ANNE WAGNER FINDEISEN, JD, LLM
PROFESSIONAL DEGREES
L.L.M.  International Business & Trade  Magna cum Laude


 Fordham University School of Law, NY,  NY


Area of specialty: EU law. Recipient Barry A. Hawk Award for Best Thesis.
J.D.      
Juris Doctor Fordham University School of Law

Urban Law Journal; Recipient McCormac Prize in Admiralty Law.

M.A.
International Political Affairs & French Literature, Magna cum Laude

      
New York University,  NY, NY  

Honors: Junior Fellowship, Center for International Studies. 
Area of specialty: South Africa apartheid/international embargo issues under Dr. Bert B. Lockwood.

B.A.     
Oakland University, Magna cum Laude
 Rochester, Michigan (a separately endowed arm of Michigan State University)
 Double major: French Language & Literature, Spanish Language & Literature

PUBLICATIONS

How the US Presidency shapes legislation and reform – some early observations on the Obama Administration, prepared for the “The Law and the third Millennium Challenges” conference at Alba Julia Univ., Romania, November 2009. 
Poland: Constitutional Tribunal rules on which of the Dual (and duelling) Executive  Powers represents Poland at EU Summits, co-authored with Prof. Bogusław Banaszak, publication pending (43 international lawyer _, Summer 2010).
Poland: Presidential Refusal to Nominate Judges -  Not a Justiciable Controversy (43 international lawyer 1108, Summer 2009).
Shedding a European Light on Poland’s “Lustration” Laws -
K 2/07 - Decision of the Polish Constitutional Tribunal of May 11, 2007 (42 international lawyer 1003, Summer 2008). 
The Role of the U.S. President and his Administration in Shaping Congressional Legislation (Rola amerykańskiego prezydenta & jego administracji w kształtowaniu legislacji kongresu) 

(Paper presented at Chancellery of the Prime Minister, Legislative Council of Poland, Sept. 18, 2007; Published in “Przegląd Legislacyjny”, (Legislative Review – Summer 2008).
• Overview of 38th Session – Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, UN, 38th Session CEDAW, June 2007, International Service for Human Rights – Treaty Body Monitor Report,  http://www.ishr.ch/hrm/tmb/treaty/cedaw/reports/cedaw_38/cedaw_38_overview.pdf ; authored •  Initial Periodic Report on Syria & • Initial Periodic Report on Niger
Government in the Sunshine: Whether the U.S. Model of Public Access to Governmental Records (Freedom of Information) Could Take Root in a Post-Communist Democracy – the Case of Poland 
(available at http://www.irex.org/programs/iaro/research/06-07/Wagner-Findeisen.pdf 
From Association to Accession – An Evaluation of Poland’s Aspirations to Full Community Membership, 16 Fordham INT’L. l. j. 470 (1992 - 1993)

Penal Aspects of U.S. Labor Legislation, presented U.S. report and delivered at IX International Comparative Law Conference, Caracas, Venezuela, published in Am. J. Comp. L. (1982)

Impact of Del Costello on State Public Employment Decisions in Hybrid and Fair Representation Actions, written with John F. Duffy, Esq., 1978 A.B.A. Sec. LABOR L. Rep.

unpublished monograph: Poland as a Crucible of Human Rights – The Minorities Rulings, League of Nations cases, 1993.

TRANSLATION EXPERIENCE

Certified PRO Translator on www.proz.com 

Language pairs: FRENCH > ENGLISH, POLISH > ENGLISH, SPANISH> ENGLISH

Specialized in legal translations. For sample translations and references, see http://www.proz.com/profile/144495.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
MAY 2007 
 Monitoring and analysis of 38th UN Session of the Committee on the Convention to Eliminate Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) on behalf of Swiss NGO, International Service for Human Rights (ISHR); Drafting of country reports on Syria and Niger for publication by ISHR. Currently drafting handbook of on general and human rights operations of the UN General Assembly.
JUNE 2006 –FEBRUARY 2007
Recipient of Individual Research Grant from IREX (International Research & Exchanges Board, U.S. Dept. of State) 

Analysis of constitutional law and statutes on governmental transparency in post-Communist Poland and on Polish public access to information laws, how they are implemented, and potential areas to foster greater transparency. Culminated in a written report to IREX which will serve as basis for expanded monograph for publication. 
Guest lectures: 
School of Law and Administration, University of Wrocław, Poland

 (Nov. 17, 2006: “Freedom of Information and Governmental Transparency under U.S Administrative Law”)
  (Dec. 1 2006: “The Concept of ‘Open’ Governmental Meetings under U.S. state law”)

Transparency International Polska, Warsaw, Poland

 (Dec. 14, 2006 - Speaker at Conference on Access to Public Information: “Differences Between U.S. and Polish Legal Concepts of Access to Public Information”)

Faculty of Law and Administration, Warsaw University; 
(Dec. 13, 2006: “The Art of Lawyering under Public Access to Information Laws in the U.S. and Poland”) 

 College of Finance & Management, Siedlce, Poland

(March 7, 2007: “The Differences Between U.S. and Poland in Access to Public Information and Transparency Measures)
MAY-JUNE 2006  

Faculty Advisor - INTERNATIONAL SCHOLAR LAUREATE PROGRAM, Envision Program

Lead delegation of 60 university honors students to South Africa on diplomacy mission, meeting with a variety of NGO’s (IDASA, Habitat for Humanity, Black Sash, lovLife)  in the field of advancing and sustaining democratic institutions, gender equality, AIDS education, and embassies and consulates.
1982 – 2005  POWER AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK (“NYPA”)

Offices in Albany, New York City and White Plains, NY.

NYPA is the largest state-owned power organization in the U.S. with 17 generating facilities and extensive transmission lines. NYPA sells low-cost hydroelectric power to governments and businesses in the context of extensive economic development activities and energy efficiency and technology.

Special Counsel (March 2005 to January 2006)

In connection with a major agency relicensing initiative of  the Niagara Falls hydroelectric under to the 1950 Boundary Waters Treaty between the U.S. and Canada., I accepted a vice-president level position to provide specialized legal guidance and instruction to an interdisciplinary relicensing team on application of the federal FOIA, the NY FOIL, and FERC regulations shielding Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (CEII) and Non Internet Public Information (NIPI) that could be used in a terrorist attack. 
Vice President Ethics & Regulatory Compliance (2001 to 2005)
This position entailed several distinct competencies.

Ethics component: Drafted, designed and implemented training and resource programs (including video, web site, telephone hot lines, etc.) to ensure some 1600+ employees’ understanding of stringent state and agency ethics requirements and Code of Conduct. Delivered live interactive training to all employees statewide and specialized training sessions to senior management; issued several hundred confidential internal ethics opinions and advisories originating from issues posed by employees or supervisors, predicated on fact-based scenarios.

Compliance component: oversaw the implementation of Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s new Standards of Conduct for Electric Utilities, and directed one of the large independent auditing firms in the execution of a comprehensive management audit of NYPA’ environmental compliance with state, federal and local requirements. Made quarterly presentations to the Audit Committee of the Board of Trustees. and to senior management on ethics and compliance issues.

 Legal work: continued to serve as legal advisor on Immigration Law issues, including national origin and citizenship discrimination. Provided formalized training sessions to Human Resources personnel and Inspector General staff. 
Corporate Secretary’s Office (1987 – 2001)

I served as Deputy Corporate Secretary and Corporate Secretary, overseeing a team of legal, professional and administrative employees performing a wide range services for the Board of Trustees.

Served as designated Records Access Officer, and Personal Privacy Protection Officer responsible for making initial legal determinations and overseeing responses to a thousand or more Freedom of Information Law requests.
Provided regular training session and CLE (NY State Bar-approved Continuing Legal Education) seminars to other NYPA attorneys
Litigation Division (1982 – 1986)

As a Senior Attorney, then as a Principal Attorney, I handled a wide variety of litigated matters, ranging from criminal trespass, Federal Power Act cases, to employment discrimination claims, and contract litigation. 

General Laws Division (1977 –1979)

Labor relations and employment law were my primary responsibilities including collective bargaining negotiations with the I.B.E.W. and the U.W.A., grievance resolution, and several arbitrations. 

Devos, Attorneys & Counselors, 1 World Trade Center, NYC. (1980 – 1982)

I was one of three partners in a small firm specializing in international commercial matters including international energy contracts as well as litigation.  Diverse clients included Greek, Japanese, British, Israeli, and Dutch companies.
EXXON CO. Bayway Refinery, Linden, New Jersey (1976 & 1977)

I was the junior member of a specialized team of labor attorneys handling all EXXON labor matters in the Midwest and northeast U.S., including NLRB elections, preparation for arbitrations, and equal employment and human rights cases in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, New York and Wyoming.

LEGAL AID SOCIETY, CRIMINAL DEFENSE   Bronx, NY1975 & 1976

As an intern, I was responsible for meeting with Spanish-speaking and French-speaking defendants and preparing defense motions and briefs on various constitutional search-and-seizure issues.
BAR ADMISSIONS
Admitted to practice in NY State; Federal WDNY, SDNY, EDNY District Courts and U.S. Supreme Court.
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