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AMMAR AL JUNDI 

 

Ras Al Khaimah, UAE 

writer986@gmail.com | 0527234576 // 0503735258 

 

PROFESSIONAL PROFILE  
 
 
 
Disciplined and innovative professional, blessed with strategic vision, rounded media, communication, 
translation and research experience and ability to work comfortably in Arabic and English.  
 
Long before taking up my full-time and temporary job with Independent Arabia, I have been in the print media> 
This is where I spent three decades, two of which in the UK with some of the top pan Arab newspapers and 
eight with the Emirates Centre for Strategic Study (ECSSR) in Abu Dhabi. 
 
Throughout my career, translation and research have always been the primary tools without which I could 
not have written a sound piece or put an incisive question to a minister, high-ranking officer or a business 
leader. In the last three decades plus, I have always been translating texts or editing translated texts, 
particularly when I worked as a freelancer.    
 
Working extensively in marketing, communication and PR since the early nineties was a rewarding 
experience; it helped me to develop the necessary skills to organize and prioritize concurrent jobs to deliver 
a whole spectrum of complementary services on time. 
 
 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY  
 
Editor and Translator, Independent Arabia (May 2019- Present) 

• Assisting in polishing/ editing translated texts from English into Arabic for publication in the digital 
daily newspaper.  

• This full-time position involves, from time to time, translating pieces from English into Arabic.  
 
Editor,Translator, Media Consultant and Translator, Self-Employed (June 2016- Present) 

• Writing, translating or editing all sorts of material on free -lance basis and, occasionally, designing 
media strategy for private companies and public bodies. 

• Work included editing a book on Emirati oral history and translating a cookbook (from English into 
Arabic).    

• Edited a magazine that comes out every three months with two parts, Arabic and English, between 
February 2017 and November 2018. 

 
Senior Editor, Monitoring Section, Media Department ECSSR (January 2015- April 2016) 

• Edited, researched, wrote or translated a fair amount of the section’s output of reports and 
messages. 

• Monitored international think tanks, with special emphasis on American and British research 
centres. 

• Focused on opinion pieces and analyses published in leading American and British newspapers 
and magazines. 
 

Managing Editor, Afaq Al Mustaqbal magazine (discontinued), ECSSR (September 2011- January 
2015) 
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• Took complete ownership of the media and creative aspects of the magazine for the best part of 
those three years; beginning with September 2011, it came out every three months rather than two. 

• Planned the content and cover of each issue initially and then regularly updated the proposed 
entries making sure the pieces remained topical and up to date.  

• Managed the flat plan at all stages and supervised production work. 

• Constantly attempted to take the magazine forward by developing new sections, recruiting different 
writers and exploring fresh topics.  

• The Team’s hard work paid off when an economic piece published in April 2012 was shortlisted for 
the Arabic Media Award in Dubai the following year. 
 

Editorial Secretary, Afaq Al Mustaqbal magazine, ECSSR (August 2008- September 2011) 

• Played a central role in the re-launch of this bi-monthly magazine 

•  Drew all major plans for this new publication and supervised the process of putting them into 
action.  

• Built up the database and made necessary arrangements with would-be contributors.  
 

Senior Reporter, Awan Newspaper (discontinued), London (July 2007- August 2008) 

• Was the London senior correspondent of this Kuwait-based paper which was discontinued in 2009.  

• Wrote daily reports and analytical pieces. 

•  Focused mainly on current affairs and business as well arts. 
Researcher/ Writer, Confidential Office, London (February 2006- September 2012) 

• Work was akin to investigative journalism rather than straightforward research. 

• Was tasked with digging out information about a Middle East–based company or an individual 
businessman. 

• Wrote reports to analyse the data making suggestions and commentaries on the subject at hand.  
Researcher, Translator and Producer, Hot Spot Films, Dubai (February 2005- August 2008) 

• Helped -on free-lance basis- to produce the British segment of eight long documentaries shown on 
Al Jazeera in “Their Archives. Our History” program.  

• Work involved researching the subject in the British National Archives, the press and British 
Library, among others. 

•  I wrote questions, choose the right guests and conducted interviews with them.  
Senior Diplomatic Reporter, Asharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, London (March 2001- July 2006) 

• Most of my work at this stage was reporting and writing on political events in the UK and 
occasionally abroad. 

• Filed daily reports about current affairs and business and occasionally wrote features  

• Conducted a good number of inter views with Arab, British and European ministers, senior British 
military and police officers, high–ranking officials, etc. 

PR & Media Consultant, Writer and translator, Various agencies, London (March 1995- July 2006) 

• Offered professional advice to clients as to how to re-position a company in a given market and to 
establish strong ties with the media.  

• Served also as the lead  copy writer, editor and/ translator of all Arabic material that belonged to 
some big companies’.  This was the kind of help “Tihama Al Mona International (UK) Ltd” (TMI) 
commissioned me to provide to Dee Beers and Braun, among others. 

•  Was invited by “Research& Marketing Services” (RMS) to carry out similar, multiple tasks, but with 
Gulf–based international companies, major among them was MBI International and BMG Financial 
Group.  

Writer/ Reporter, Al-Wasat Weekly Magazine (discontinued), London (April 1992- January 2000) 

• Was a staff member of this magazine which was published between 1991 and 2001 by Media 
Communication Group, the same company that re-launched Al Hayat Newspaper in the eighties.  

• Wrote, edited and translated content. 

• Subjects of the material he worked on varied: social issues, arts, cinema, British politics, among 
others. 

Journalist/Translator, Al-Awsat Magazine & Al Hayat Newspaper, London (April 1992- August 1993) 

• This part- time job that involved working for both sister publications. 

• Edited and wrote stories for Al Wasat magazine. 

• Helped the political section of Al-Hayat particularly with translation.  
Writer/Reporter, Al Hayat Newspaper, London (October 1989- March 1995) 
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• As a regular freelancer, I contributed articles, book and theatre reviews. 

• Published interviews in Al-Hayat’s Culture and Classics pages. 
Journalist/Translator, Al Baath Newspaper, Damascus (October 1981- October 1985) 

• Freelance work that introduced me to this exciting profession. 
 

EDUCATION  
 
MA in Comparative Literature and Translation, Warwick University (1986-1990) 
    Wrote two theses, one of which Included studying texts in Arabic English and Spanish.  
B.A (Honours) in English and Literature from Damascus University, Syria (1979-1983)  
 
 
 

Languages 
 
Arabic: Mother tongue.  
English: Excellent.  
Spanish: Basic.  
 

Personal Details 
 
Was born in Syria but Settled in the UK since1986 and was granted British citizenship in 2000.  
Married. 
 
  


