Larisa Lucaci

1139 Harvard Street, Unit D ( Santa Monica, CA 90403

Laracanta@gmail.com ( (310) 829-1710 (310) 741-7740

QUALIFICATIONS PROFILE

· Strong organizational, presentation, interpersonal, and cross-cultural communication skills

· Proficient in the development of programs and subject-appropriate curriculum for training and instruction to meet diverse learner needs

· Expertise in questioning techniques, lecturing, generating enthusiasm, demonstration and discussion leading

· Multilingual in French, Italian, Romanian, and English; working knowledge of Spanish

· Marketing research sales and project management experience

· Computer literate with Microsoft Word and Excel, Internet applications

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Program Director- China Home Stay, Abbey Road Programs. (Summer, 2008)
Directed pilot program for high school students from China with the mission of facilitating cross-cultural       understanding and enrichment. Complete responsibility for customized program development and experiential learning excursions. Responsible for student English language fluency assessment and teaching advanced class; managed two teachers.
Guest Lecturer—Shanghai Normal University, College of Humanities and Communication.   Shanghai, China (August 2007-March 2008)
Taught upper level undergraduate students American Language and Culture. Taught French to graduate students in linguistics. Delivered special lecture to graduate students in Comparative Religions.

French & Italian Language Instructor—Andover, MA (1997-2005)

Provided one-on-one instruction in Italian and French to private clients in a supportive home environment. Designed customized programs to achieve students’ individual goals and objectives. Taught both adults and children.

Adjunct Professor, French & Italian

--Merrimack College; North Andover, MA (1997-2001)

--Assumption College; Worcester, MA (1997-1998)

Taught beginning and intermediate French and Italian language and culture to undergraduate students. Developed curriculum plans and tests. Provided academic and career counseling.

French Language Instructor—Brooks School. North Andover, MA (1997)

Long-term substitute for teacher on sabbatical. Taught ninth grade utilizing audio-visual method, to create a contemporary and relevant forum for learning that was grounded in the curriculum. 

Italian Language Instructor—Centro Promozione Cultura Italiana (CPCI). Boston, MA (1995-2001)

Italian and music instructor in Saturday Italian language school (K-12) subsidized by the Italian government.
TESOL Instructor—Washington Associates. Cleveland, OH 
Taught English to international students on the Case Western Reserve University campus. Included specialized student groups for accelerated programs (i.e., Mexican engineers in an intensive, 8-hour/day, six week course).Worked primarily with Spanish, Arabic, Farsi, Turkish and French speakers.

Director of English Language Programs—American Library USIA. Bucharest, Romania

Taught specialized English courses to Romanian historians, artists, scientists and teachers. Provided pedagogical materials to Romanian high school and university English teachers. Administered TOEFL and other standardized tests for students applying to U.S. colleges and medical schools.

French & English Language Instructor—Elysees-Langues. Paris, France
Taught business English and French to international business people, primarily Japanese.

BUSINESS EXPERIENCE

Director of Marketing—Civilized Software, Inc. Bethesda, MD (1991-1995)
Spearheaded strategic marketing initiative to promote mathematical modeling software package. Created and managed entire PR function. Cultivated international client relationships and attracted venture capital interest.

Account Manager—Strategic Research Center. Cleveland, OH (1981-1984)

Developed business relationships, designed strategic and marketing research projects for corporate 1000 clients. Directly interacted with clients and conducted final presentations. Managed staff of four researchers. One project resulted in clients’ saving $1 million in retooling costs. Clients included Bendix, Bernina, City of Peoria, Illinois.

Foreign Language Interpreter—U.S. State Department Language Service. Washington, D.C.
Accompanied international guests of the U.S. State Department. Interpreted in French and Romanian at all meetings, seminars, press conferences, formal and informal meetings. Contracts for one month specialized tours of the U.S.

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Marketing Manager—Opera World. Acton, MA (1995-1996)

     Lead generation and exploration of new markets for opera on video; part-time position.

Italian Interpreter—Government of New South Wales. Sydney, Australia
Represented non-English speaking Italian immigrants at doctors’ and attorneys’ offices when being interviewed for workmen’s compensation on- the -job injury; three-month, part-time position.
Project Manager—Smithsonian Institution, Performing Arts Division. Washington, D.C.

“Old Ways in the New World” showcased evolving folkways of immigrants in the United States, and the original traditions as still practiced in the “Old World”. Focus on Eastern Europe.  Met with foreign embassies’ cultural attaches, to determine what would be represented and how it would positively impact the country’s image in the U.S. Managed foreign and domestic participants, ethnologists in the field, volunteers.
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND

Master of Business Administration: Major in Marketing

Case Western Reserve University—Cleveland, OH (1981)

Doctoral Course Work in French (one year)

University of Michigan—Ann Arbor, MI

Teaching Assistant in the Romance Language Department

Master of Arts in International Studies: Professional Certification in Simultaneous and Consecutive Interpretation of French & Italian

Monterey Institute of International Studies—Monterey, CA

Bachelor of Arts in French

University of Michigan—Ann Arbor, MI

Distinction Honors in French; Italian minor

AFFILIATIONS/ACTIVITIES/INTERESTS

· 4.0 average in Chinese Language 1 & 2 courses at Santa Monica College (2006-2007)
· Paid singer at All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Beverly Hills, CA (ongoing)

· Paid professional singer/language coach for the Boston Secession, Boston, MA.

· Paid soloist and section leader, Christ Church, Andover, MA.

· Seasonal professional singer for Figgy Puddin’, a for-hire holiday talent agency.

· Singer and language coach with the Washington Choral Arts Society, performing with the National Symphony Orchestra, and one year with the Choral Society of Philadelphia.

· Exercise instructor for seniors at the Merrimack Valley YMCA (five years); Certified YogaFit( Instructor.

